
 
 

Measuring and Harvesting your Giant Pumpkins 
 

Volunteer and GPC Atlantic Giant Pumpkin-growers: 
please send us an update on your pumpkin's size (email 
to: info@damariscottapumpkinfest.com)  
The following steps and weigh-chart might help you 
determine the preliminary weight of your pumpkin:  
There are two methods a grower can use to estimate the 
weight of an Atlantic Giant pumpkin.  

The First Method is by simply measuring your fruit at 

mid girth parallel to the ground and bouncing that 

measurement off a circumference chart (See Table 2 

below).  

This method can give a rough idea of weigh, but can be 

skewed due to the wall thickness of a fruit or odd shape.  

The other method, known as the Over-The-Top method 

or OTT, is more accurate and is more widely used (See 

Table 1 below).  

This method is done by adding up three measurements; 

(1) circumference, (2) side-to-side measurement and (3) 

end-to-end measurement.  

(1)For circumference, use the same technique described 

in the First Method.  

(2)The side-to-side measurement is made by holding one 

end of the tape on the ground vertically below the side of 

the fruit and stretching it up to the side, over the top of 

the fruit and down to the ground vertically below the 

other side.  

(3)The end-to-end measurement is the same as the side-

to-side only it is measured from the ground vertically up 

the stem end, along the surface over the top of the fruit 

and down to the ground vertically below the blossom 

end.  

 

mailto:info@damariscottapumpkinfest.com


Make sure you run the tape vertically down to the ground 

from the furthest extending point, not along the surface 

under the fruit for both the (2) side-to-side and the (3) 

end-to-end measurements.  

Add these three measurements together and bounce the 

total off Table 1 below:  



 
HOW TO HARVEST YOUR GIANT PUMPKIN: 
Cut your fruit from the vine no earlier than the day before it is to be weighed (at 
either the Volunteer-Growers Weigh-off on Saturday, October 3, and the official 



GPC Weigh-off on Sunday, October 4).  
When cutting a pumpkin from the vine, cut the vine a foot or two both sides of the 
pumpkin stem, so the vine & stem together form a "T". Do not cut the stem itself. 
Please leave at least 1-2' of vine & stem on your pumpkin, so the ID-tags can be 
attached !!  
Some growers will even leave 3 to 4 feet of vine on either side of the pumpkin 
stem, and place the two cut ends of the vine into milk jugs filled with water so the 
stem continues to drink until the fruit is weighed.  
Use a large plastic tarp for lifting, like the kind used to cover a wood pile, folded 
four times. Small rubber balls or even tennis balls can be tied into the corners of 
the quad-folded tarp to serve as handles.  
Roll the fruit carefully to one side. Stuff the tarp under the fruit, and then roll the 
fruit to the other side, pulling the tarp through and spreading it flat. Next, with one 
or more people on each corner, carefully lift the fruit either onto a pallet for 
loading with a tractor or forklift, or directly into the back of a truck. 
DAMARISCOTTA PUMPKINFEST T-SHIRTS - 
AVAILABLE NOW AT:  

 Tori Anna Designs at 49 Main Street,  
 Supplies Unlimited at 47 School Street @ Main Street (Business Highway 1),  
 Pinkham's Plantation at 431 Biscay Road, and  
 Hannaford Supermarket & Pharmacy at 469 Main Street. 

See you at the weigh-offs !!  
 

Damariscotta Pumpkinfest & Regatta 
P.O. Box 1101 

Damariscotta , Maine 04543 

207-592-6184  
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